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Drug Free Policy  
 
Galen is concerned about the potential adverse effects of alcohol or other drug use on student health and 
safety, as well as academic performance and patient care. Students are expected to report to class and clinical 
agencies in the appropriate mental and physical condition conducive to learning and the provision of safe 
patient care. 

Students accepted to the nursing programs may be subject to additional fingerprinting and/or drug screening 
requirements based on clinical affiliation agency policy, and agree to such screening as a condition of 
enrollment. When fingerprinting and/or drug screening is required, the student will be notified by Galen and 
given instructions on how to complete screening requirements. 

Galen reserves the right to revoke admission based on an adverse fingerprint or drug screening. 

All students are hereby notified:  
1. That the unlawful manufacture, distribution, possession, or use of a controlled substance in the school, 

on school property, while performing work duties, during school events, or in clinical placements is 
prohibited; 

2. That violation of this prohibition will result in discharge or other appropriate actions; 
3. That as a condition of enrollment, each student agrees that they will abide by the terms of the above 

statement, and will notify the Program Director of any criminal drug statute conviction for a violation 
occurring in school no later than five days after such conviction; 

4. All employees and students must certify that, as a condition of enrollment, employment, or receiving 
of financial aid, he or she will not engage in the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensation, or 
the use of a controlled substance during the period covered by employment or the period where 
federal financial assistance is used for education; 

5. This policy is in compliance with the U.S. Department of Education and the Drug-Free Schools and 
Communities Act Amendment of 1989, P.L. 101-226 20 U.S.C.'s 114 5g Higher Education Act of 1965, 
Section 1213. 

 
Policy 
As required by the Federal Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendment of 1989, you are hereby 
notified by Galen that on Galen premises, affiliated clinical sites, or at other Galen sponsored events, activities 
specified as critical offenses will not be permitted. Students shall be prohibited from working, attending 
school, participating in clinicals or attending Galen related functions while under the influence of alcohol 
and/or the use of illicit drugs. Illicit drugs include marijuana in any form, even if used in a State where such 
usage is not prohibited. The use of such substances by students on premises or at Galen related functions shall 
be prohibited. Such conduct by a student shall be considered a critical offense. 

To protect the health and safety of all persons, the use of tobacco products is prohibited in the school physical 
facility and on the grounds. Violation of the policy is a serious offense that could result in disciplinary action up 
to and including expulsion. 
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Galen recognizes that substance abuse is a major problem that affects students, families, education, and 
communities. Galen strictly opposes any situation that interferes with a student’s safety, health and well-
being, and anything that adversely affects academic performance, patient care, or is detrimental to the 
campus. To promote this goal and in accordance with the Federal Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act 
Amendment of 1989 and state law, Galen strictly prohibits the unlawful manufacture, distribution, possession, 
sale, or use of any illegal drugs, controlled substances, or alcohol while acting in the course of enrollment, on 
Galen owned, leased, or controlled property, while operating Galen owned, leased, or controlled equipment 
or vehicles, or at Galen sponsored functions. Students are required to report to their faculty use of any over-
the counter medication or prescribed medication that might impair a student’s ability to participate in the 
educational process safely or effectively. Any student who violates this policy is subject to disciplinary action 
up to and including dismissal. 

Procedure 
All students must, as a condition of their enrollment, adhere to this policy. Students are responsible for 
notifying the administration within five (5) days of any drug and/or alcohol related criminal conviction 
occurring on the campus or while enrolled as a student at Galen. Students must certify that, as a condition of 
enrollment or receiving financial aid, that he or she will not engage in the unlawful manufacture, distribution, 
dispensation, or the use of a controlled substance during the period covered by enrollment or where federal 
financial assistance is used for education. Violations of this prohibition will result in dismissal and/or other 
appropriate actions. 
 
Galen reserves the right to take appropriate and lawful action to enforce this Drug and Alcohol-Free Campus 
Policy. These rights include drug and/or alcohol testing and inspection of any and all Galen and student 
property when the organization has a reasonable suspicion that this policy has been violated. 
 
Galen may ask a student to submit to drug and/or alcohol testing at any time it is suspected that a student 
may be under the influence of drugs or alcohol, including, but not limited to, the following circumstances: 

• evidence of drugs or alcohol on the student’s person or in the student’s vicinity, 
• unusual conduct or behavior on the student’s part that suggests impairment or influence of drugs 

and/or alcohol, 
• involvement in an accident or injury event, 
• negative performance patterns. 

Galen reserves the right to conduct random drug and/or alcohol testing in order to assess compliance with this 
policy. Students may be selected at random for drug and/or alcohol testing at any interval as determined by 
Galen. 

Students involved in school-related accidents that require off-site medical treatment or result in property 
damage will be tested for controlled substances and alcohol. Any student who refuses to be tested or violates 
this policy is subject to disciplinary action up to and including dismissal. Galen encourages students with drug 
and/or alcohol abuse problems to seek counseling and treatment. 

This policy is in compliance with the U.S. Department of Education and the Drug-free Schools and 
Communities Act Amendment of 1989, P.L. 101-226 20 U.S.C.’s 114 5g Higher Education Act of 1965, Section 
1213. 

mailto:hr@galencollege.edu


 

 Prepared by: Compliance 
 5/23/2019 

Page: 3 of 3 

 
Resources 
In addition to the imposition of disciplinary sanctions as explained in this Code of Conduct including dismissal 
for such act, students or employees may face prosecution and imprisonment under federal and state laws 
which make such acts felony or misdemeanor crimes. Please visit the Galen website at 
https://galencollege.edu/consumer-disclosures/ for listings of criminal offenses and penalties. The health risks 
associated with the misuse and abuse of drugs, including controlled substances and alcohol, include but are 
not limited to: Physical and psychological dependence; damage to the brain, pancreas, kidneys and lungs; high 
blood pressure; heart attacks; strokes, ulcers, birth defects; a diminished immune system; and death. See 
below for further listings of health risks.  

Galen is committed to helping students who seek assistance and further recognize and insure the 
confidentiality and privacy due students. Students are encouraged to consult with their school counselor, who 
is available by appointment, or with faculty members for referral to appropriate counseling services. For a 
listing of additional counseling services and support groups available, please visit 
https://galencollege.edu/consumer-disclosures/. 

Drug Law Violations - Eligibility for Title IV Funding 
For the protection and welfare of all students and employees, Galen has established a drug-free policy. 
In addition to the civil and/or criminal penalties for a conviction for any offense during a period of enrollment 
for which the student was receiving Title IV, HEA program funds, under any federal or state law involving 
the possession or sale of illegal drugs, this conviction will result in the loss of eligibility for any Title IV, HEA 
grant, loan, or work-study assistance. 
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